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CUE’S Quarterly Newsletter

Lenten Meditation from Archbishop Bashar Warda:

Every year we are called during the Lent season to take some time and stop thinking
about our needs and to start thinking about the needs of others. Lent is not just
about fasting, it's not just about prayers, it is about stopping to think about food, and
other bodily needs, looking for satisfaction. The Lent that we are always being called
to commit to is about seeing people who are in desperate need for food and drink,
and decent life. It is to reflect about our vocation; that we are the protectors and the
ones who care.

This call for Lent comes because God believes in us, that we have a lot of goodness
Inside our hearts because we are made in the image of God. He created us with good
hearts, and He knows we can do much better than the way we are doing now.
Wishing everyone a blessed Lent, fulfilled by approaching others with an eye of
kindness, gentleness, and forgiveness.
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| PIOM : 0 g B | CUE Hosts IOM Iraqg’s
" “Five Years of Shelter” Event

_. { | On February 21st the Catholic University in Erbil hosted an
- 1 IOM Iragq event titled “Where the Heart is: Five Years of
Shelter”. The event was organized for the fifth anniversary of
the sheltering program which comes from “interventions in
lraq with the support
programming”. The event started with a word from Dr.
Shabila, CUE President, welcoming all the attendees to the
CUE campus, and emphasized the importance of focusing on
providing shelter for the marginalized. Following this took

government-funded
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all over the country.

Mr. Rohat Zada, CUE Lecturer, at Cambridge
University’s Business School/ UK
as a Visiting Senior Lecturer as Part of
CBR’s “Visiting Fellows Programme”

their experiences and desires regarding the sheltering
programs and the hardships faced by the displaced people

Mr. Zada: “As a CBR (The Centre for Business Research at University of
Cambridge) Visiting Fellow, | am undertaking research on corporate
governance, banks performance and the factors attracting investment in the
MENA region, using relevant financial, legal, and institutional data, and
employing time series econometric methods and related statistical
techniques. Also, the head of the CBR provides me with the opportunity to
meet other academics working on these themes, and to attend relevant
workshops, seminars, and training sessions.”




ACl MENA Celebrates One Year
anniversary on Our Campus!

On the feast of the Annunciation, The Association for
Catholic Information in the Middle East and North Africa
celebrated their one-year anniversary on the CUE
campus. Throughout the event, ACl MENA's CEO and staff
presented an overview of their work within the

agency for one year, illustrating with videos their
accomplishments, their coverage and continuous growth.
H.E. Archbishop Bashar Warda and Fr. Mazin Eshoo also
shared brief speeches with the attendees during this
celebration.

The agency extended special thanks for CUE for hosting
the event, as well as being supportive of ACI MENA
throughout its journey.

A Vibrant National Clothing
Day Celebration at CUE 2022

On March 12, CUE's Student Life Office organized a
small celebration for National Clothing Day. Students
from different departments wore their traditional
clothes representing their backgrounds and
hometowns. The celebration was accompanied with
folklore music, food, and dances.

Australia’s Ambassador
to Iraqg Visits CUE's Campus

On March 21, 2023, Her Excellency Mrs. Paula Ganly,
Australia’s Ambassador to Iraqg, visited the Catholic
University in Erbil (CUE). Mrs. Ganly was welcomed by H.G.
Archbishop Bashar Warda, CUE Chancellor and Head of
Board of Trustees, Dr. Nazar Shabila, CUE President and
Vice Chancellor, Mrs. Vida Hanna, and Dr. Elliot Mikha.
Throughout the visit, Mrs. Ganly had a tour around the CUE
campus to further explore the University's facilities.
Moreover, throughout the meeting, both sides discussed
possible future collaborations between the Australian
Universities and CUE.




A Delegation from the Ecumenical Council
of Berlin Visits CUE

On March 20, 2023, a delegation from the Ecumenical Council
of Berlin - Brandenburg visited the Catholic University in
Erbil (CUE). The delegation was headed by Monsignor Dr.
Hansjorg Guntherand, and Dr. Markus Droge, Former
Lutheran Bishop of Belrin - Brandenburg, along with Dr.
Stefan Gatzhammer, the delegation’s technical tour guide.
The delegation was welcomed by Dr. Nazar Shabila, CUE
President, Fr. Dankha Joola, Vice Chancellor for
Administration and CUE staff. Throughout the visit, the
delegation was acquainted by the CUE staff around the
University’'s campus and facilities. Furthermore, a meeting
was held between the two sides to discuss possible future
collaborations between German institutions and CUE, helping
the students to get the best educational experience possible.

This quarter, we are sharing an inspiring Success Story
of our hardworking student, Btonia:

English language department

“My name is Btonia. I'm 22, and I'm from Shaqlawa. | study here at CUE in the English language department, 4 th
stage.

I'm diagnosed with a condition called dwarfism, which is a restriction in growth, | also have Deformation of the
vertebrae and pelvis. This disability affects my daily life in many ways. | go through many difficulties due to my
condition especially when I’'m outside or at school.

However, my family always helped me throughout life and encouraged me to continue my studies. Moreover, my
mother got retired to take care of me and | will never forget her sacrifice. Without my family | would not be where
| am now.

Regarding my studies in CUE, | was granted a scholarship by the University, and | am thankful for that. As a result,
| studied hard and got the 2 nd ranking in the first year, and 1 st ranking in the second and third years, in my class.
The people | have met have always showed me love and support. In CUE, | consider all my friends here as my
family, as we make jokes and laugh together. In addition, when | first came here, our English classes were
upstairs, but the classes were moved downstairs for me, to make it easier.

| want to influence others so that they would go out in public without caring what people will say about them, to
achieve their dreams and goals, and they will definitely meet good people.

In the end, | would like to say that | always feel God’'s presence wherever | go, especially in some situations when
there is no one around. | have strong faith in God, and | fully believe that He will always give me strength to
continue my message in life until the end.”




